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St. Brigid’s / Bunscoil Naomh Bríd

January news / Nuachtlitir Mí Eanáir
Phone: 028 79643346

email: info@stbrigidsps.maghera.ni.sch.uk

Foireann Slánchumhdaithe / Safeguarding Team:
Múinteoir Clare O Kane (Designated Teacher for Child Protection),

                   Ursula O’ Hanlon (Deputy Designated Teacher for Child Protection)

Mrs Shauna Mc Cusker Governor for Safeguarding

Dear Parents / A Thuismitheoirí / Caomhnóirí

I hope you all had a peaceful Christmas and family time together. May you have a New Year filled with happiness, good health, peace and prosperity!
We have had a rocky start to Term 2 but hopefully the weather will settle and things will get off to a good start from today! 
25 bliain ag fás agus ag dul ó neart go neart /
Celebrating 25 Years of Growth and Excellence

We are proud to mark 25 years since Bunscoil Naomh Bríd amalgamated with St. Brigid’s Primary School. This milestone also represents 25 years of Irish Medium Education in Tirkane.                                                              In January 2001, Bunscoil Luraigh joined St. Brigid’s PS, bringing with them 45 pupils who were learning through the medium of Irish. Since then, the school has continued to grow from strength to strength, with enrolment numbers steadily increasing year after year.                                                                                          We look forward to building on this success and continuing to provide high-quality education for many years to come. 
We plan to celebrate this wonderful milestone with a Ceilí in March and really look forward to seeing you all there.
On Monday 22nd December we said a fond farewell to Múinteoir Aoibhinn R6. She has taken up a post in Newry. We thank Aoibhinn and wish her all the best and know that R6 will miss her. We are delighted to see the return of Múinteoir Sarah Strawbridge who will take R6 now. Múinteoir Sarah is no stranger to our school and is really looking forward to teaching R6. 

We have a busy Term planned and are very keen to get started. 
Ursula O’ Hanlon
Seoladh Suíomh na Scoile /School Website Address – https://www.stbrigidspstirkane.com
Please log onto our school website to keep abreast of what is happening in the school. Enjoy looking at activities and events your children were engaged in during Term 1 and be informed of upcoming events.  If you have any suggestions about our website, please do not hesitate to contact me at the school. We are still working on improving the site and welcome any opinions.  
Ag Clárú don Scoil / Enrolment for school in September 2026
Enrolment will begin shortly for the next school year 2026-2027.  If your child is four on or before the 1st July, parents/guardians can complete an application form for entry to 

St. Brigid’s PS, Tirkane / Bunscoil Naomh Bríd, Tír Chiana. 
Applications are made online at the EA’s portal. www.eani.org.uk
Online Applications open on Wednesday 7th January and close on Wednesday 21st  January 2026 at 12 noon.

When completing the application please make sure to choose correctly between St Brigid’s and Bunscoil Naomh Bríd as this could result in a child being placed in the wrong grouping.
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Dinner Money/Airgead Dinnéir
Unfortunately, the cost of a school dinner has increased by 50p per dinner. The new daily price for a dinner is £3.10. ParentPay has been updated to reflect the new price and dinners can now be booked from today on.
Maggie has left our school to take up a new position in Holy Family Magherafelt. However, she will continue to cook for our school from there for the next 2 months and dinners will be transported by EA Meals.  
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Scoil Spreagtha ….a message from Mrs McMullen 
A chairde,

We are delighted to announce that we are taking part in the ‘Scoil Spreagtha’ scheme for 2025/2026.  

‘Scoil Spreagtha’ is an accredited scheme to recognise and celebrate efforts made by English-medium schools to encourage the use of Irish in the school environment. ‘Scoil Spreagtha’ in its design aims to inspire schools to showcase and expand their efforts to promote the use of Irish in the school setting. 

Cuireann sé gliondar orainn cur in iúl daoibh go mbeidh muid páirteach sa scéim chreidiúnaithe ‘Scoil Spreagtha’ don bhliain 2025/2026.

Tá ‘Scoil Spreagtha’ ina scéim chreidiúnaithe agus cheiliúrtha a spreagann na hiarrachtaí sin i scoileanna lán-Bhéarla úsáid na Gaeilge a chothú i dtimpeallacht na scoile. Forbraíodh ‘Scoil Spreagtha’ ar an chuspóir go mbeadh an scéim ina hinspioráid ag scoileanna a n-iarrachtaí ár dteanga dhúchais a chur chun cinn i suíomh na scoile a léiriú agus a mhéadú. 

Go raibh maith agaibh. 
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Oideachas Comhroinnte / Shared Education PEACEPLUS/ASPIRE PROGRAMME
St Brigid’s Tirkane/Bunscoil Naomh Bríd will continue with the PEACEPLUS Shared Education Programme. Our school partnership with Dunclug Primary School will involve the pupils from Yrs 5 and 6 this Term and we will begin our planned activities in January 2026. All parents/guardians have given permission for our pupils to travel to and from Dunclug Primary School, Ballymena and for the end of year trips in June.  

Last year we hosted a Spelling Bee competition and due to popular demand we will run it again this year. I would encourage all pupils to learn their weekly spellings with a view to making it into the top ten finalists for the big event! There will be prizes for the best teams and for best individual performances. 
· Yrs 5 and 6 will take part in a Teams Meeting with the children from Dunclug Primary School on Wednesday 14th January.

· Yr 6 will visit Dunclug Primary |School on Wednesday 28th January for an initial “Meet and Greet” session. 
Sponsored Spelling Test/ Comórtas Litrithe Urraithe
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In preparation for our version of the “Spelling Bee” competition we will have a sponsored spelling test in early February. Again prizes will be awarded to the top spellers and they will also be put forward as individual contestants for the Shared Ed competition. Exact date to be confirmed.
All proceeds will be spent on computer resources throughout the school.

Cosaint Leanaí / Child protection

Attendance and School Procedures for Signing out

If your child is absent from school, it is important that a note explaining the absence is sent in immediately. This can be written or via Seesaw. The EWO will visit the school again in Term 2 to monitor pupil absence. If your child has to leave the school early during the school day, it is important the class teacher receives a note from the parent/guardian stating this. When the child is being collected the parent/guardian must report to the General Office and sign the pupil out. 
Health and Safety in Winter Weather / Sláinte agus Sábháilteacht le linn an Gheimhridh

At this time of the year the weather can be unpredictable from day to day. I would ask you to remind your children to bring their coats to school, so that they remain warm when playing outdoors at break and dinner time. We always try to do a risk assessment on the safety of the different school yards at this time of the year especially before outdoor play. Even with that, accidents can happen. 
· I would ask you to remind your children to be mindful of safety when playing and running outside at school especially in winter weathers and in particular when exiting the buses in the mornings.  
· Appropriate footwear is also very important especially in the wintry conditions.
Swimming/ Snámh 
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We are delighted to announce that the swimming pool has reopened for lessons. This means that R6/7 pupils will be able to continue where they left off in October 2025. 
R7 will go to the pool on Tuesdays and R6 on Fridays starting this very week!

The lessons are priced at £7.50. The school funds some of the cost of the bus. The bill will be £45 which can be paid on ParentPay as soon as possible. 
There are still some outstanding bills for swimming in Term 1 and I ask that those accounts be settled along with the new bill for Term 2. The school has already paid the full amount for Term 1. Please contact us if you are experiencing any difficulties with ParentPay. 

Sos/Break
Yrs 1 and 2 will continue to receive toast, pancakes and fruit daily at breaktime. The cost for this in Term 2 is £16.50 and can be paid via ParentPay now.

Yrs 3-7 will continue to receive toast daily and the cost for Term 2 is £14.70 for 1 slice and £29.40 for 2 slices. Please discuss this with your child to make sure that they know how many slices to order every day. 

(We have waived the Sos/Break fees this week due to the late start) The Sos/Break fees will cover the weeks beginning 12th January until 1st April 2026.
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Rás An Charn 30ú Eanair
Béidh Rás ar an 30ú lá de mí Eanair. The race will take place at Droim nDamh and we know that R7 will enjoy the experience. There will be a bus from An Carn to Droim nDamh. 
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Digital Leader Training at St. Mary’s Primary School Glenview, Maghera. 

De Máirt 13ú Eanáir / Tuesday 13th January 26
Muinteoir Aisling Mc Erlean (ICT Coordinator) will attend this excellent course along with 8 pupils from our school. The children will attend and will return to our school to work with all classes to impart knowledge and skills acquired on the day out.

The children attending need to bring their own packed lunch.
St. Mary’s Primary School, Glenview Maghera is a strictly nut free zone.

The local media/newspapers will be in attendance taking photographs etc. 
Children must wear their full school uniform as there will be over 200 attending from many schools across the board and they will be moving in groups between rooms for workshops.

When the children get back to school we will look forward to the dissemination of all that they have learned.
A permission slip will be sent out for those attending and for photographs to be shared online. Please sign and return it immediately.
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Digital Music/Garageband/Ceol Digiteach
Eamon is back and will continue with the weekly lessons on Wednesdays using digital music technology. 
Sports Programmes / Clár Spóirt
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Andrena, Darragh and Keely will return in Term 2 to keep our pupils fit and healthy with fundamental skills from Yr 1- Yr 7. We are so grateful to Sleachtnéil Robert Emmets for funding these brilliant coaches.
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 Legion of Mary

Tuesday 13th January. 

The Legion of Mary group will meet again with the pupils of Yr5 at 11am in the assembly hall.
Tionól / First Assembly of  2026
R3/P3 will perform the first assembly of the new year on Friday 30th  January at 1:30pm in the school assembly hall. We hope to see as many parents, grandparents and family members as possible to experience this special occasion.
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Seachtain na Scoileanna Caitliceacha / Catholic Schools Week 2026 18th - 25th January  

There will be a mass in St Eugene’s Cathedral on Thursday 22nd  January and 4 of our pupils will travel there to launch Catholic Schools Week. The theme this year "Normal Lives, Called to Holiness," focusing on finding holiness in everyday life through faith, inspired by Pope Francis and Blessed Carlo Acutis. 
Grandparents Day / Lá na Seantuismitheoirí 2026
Grandparents Day will be celebrated on Wednesday 21st of January as part of Catholic Schools Week. We extend a warm invitation to all our grandparents to join us as we give thanks for their precious and valued presence in our lives. 
More details to follow. So Grandparents… “Save The Date!”
Oiliúint Cóineartú / Confirmation Training

There will be some online training for the Confirmandi of ‘26. This will be led by Therese Ferry from the Catechetical Centre in Derry. The online lessons will be relayed via the webcam from St Eugene’s Cathedral Derry from the 7th- 9th January.
We encourage parents to discuss suitable and saintly confirmation names with their child(ren). Now is also a good time to read through the little red book "Disciples of Jesus" which was given out at the Parish Pastoral Talk in Term 1 to help prepare for Confirmation as a family.
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After School Clubs Term 2 2026
ICT: We are delighted to announce that we will run an ICT club this year. As a result of the recent questionnaire we were approached by a parent, Ciaran Durnin, who has very kindly agreed to lead and guide us in a Coding Club. The club will begin on Monday 12th January and initially will be for all Yr 6 pupils.  3:00 – 4:30pm
Homework Club:  Similar to last term’s club, the Homework Club is open to pupils from Yrs 3-7. 

Mondays from 3:00 – 4:30pm beginning Monday 12th January.

Games Club: We are introducing a Games Club for Yrs3-7. It will run on Tuesday afternoons from 3:00 - 4:00pm beginning on Tuesday 13th January.
Traditional Music: We will continue with our Music club in preparation for our Céilí in March. 3:00 – 4:30pm (Please note that this club is for pupils who can already play an instrument)

The club will be on Wednesdays beginning on 14th January.

As the year progresses there will be more opportunities for our pupils to be part of the After School clubs.
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Open Day for St Patrick’s College Maghera  / Lá Oscailte do Choláiste Naomh Pádraig, Machaire Rátha
St. Pat’s Maghera will hold their annual open day on 24th January 2026
At 9:45-1:00pm
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Oíche Oscailte Ghaelcholáiste Dhoire

Satharn 10ú Eanáir/Saturday 10th January 2026 from 10:30rn-2:00in Óráid an phríomhoide / Principal's address 11am
This open day is extended to all pupils in R6/7. 
[image: image18.jpg]


[image: image19.jpg]


Mathletics

We purchased the licence for Mathletics for P3-P7/R3-R7. The children are assigned tasks every Thursday night which has been ongoing throughout the year. We ask you at home to ensure that all children log on and complete their homework tasks. It is only when all homework tasks are completed that they will be able to access other Maths games where they can compete against other children from all around the world. It is an excellent Maths website and the children will certainly benefit from using it to the maximum especially when it comes to completing the end of year testing in May. We are paying a substantial amount for the licence and we really want to see a good return on our investment.
The children in P1/2 have also been working through Mathseeds which is better suited to the junior side of the school. R1/2 work online through the medium of Irish and Muinteoir Clare R1 and Clare R2 have excellent resources built up. 
We have renewed our licence for NESSY. All children have login details and we ask you to encourage the children to utilise the programme accordingly at home. Nessy is widely used for whole class, phonics, maths, typing and early reading instruction.
Imeachtaí tábhachtacha i Mí Feabhra
Important events in early February 2026
Searmanas Cláraithe /Enrolment Ceremony

This year’s Enrolment ceremony for all children receiving sacraments in St Brigid’s PS/ Bunscoil Naomh Bríd will take place in the school assembly hall on Tuesday 3rd February at 10 a.m. with Fr Doherty. We invite all R4/P4 and R7/P7 parents/guardians to this important event in our school calendar.
Parent/Teacher Meetings Foundation Stage
Cruinnithe Tuismitheoirí don Bhonnchéim
Meetings for P1/2 R1/2 will take place in the assembly hall on Wednesday 4th February 2026. Times will be arranged with all parents prior to the meetings. On this day all children in the Foundation Stage will stay at home. 
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Tráth na gCeist Chomhar Creidmheasa 2026 / Credit Union Quiz 2026 

The annual Credit Union quiz will take place on Friday 6th February. 
Let’s get revising our Irish History, current affairs and Credit Union trivia!
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Safer Internet Day / Lá le haghaidh Idirlíon níos Sábháilte
Safer Internet Day 2026 will be held on Tuesday 10th February. We are on mid-term this week so all pupils will take part in planned activities to promote and enhance their online safety on week beginning 2nd February. Prizes for the Safer Internet competition will be awarded at Assembly.
This year’s slogan for the campaign is.... 
‘Smart tech, safe choices – Exploring the safe and responsible use of AI’

Please continue to be vigilant when your children are accessing the internet at home as they try to navigate a world full of excitement, wonder and danger.

Annual Reviews/Athbhreithnithe Bliantúla
Pupil's on the SEND Code of practice will have IEP and/or Annual Reviews coming up in February this year. Parents/Guardians will be notified in due course.
As always, please do not hesitate to contact the school SENCO through our secretary's office if you have any concerns/queries or require assistance.
“Growing Hearts and Minds Through Learning, Laughter and Culture”
“Croíthe agus Intinní ag Fás Trí Fhoghlaim, Gáire agus Cultúr”


