[image: ][image: Description: MC900331519[1]]St Brigid’s /Bunscoil Naomh Bríd
Nuachtlitir Márta/ Newsletter March 2024

    


Dear Parent, A Thuismitheoirí,

Spring has sprung and we are all well settled in classes and working hard in Term 2. School is very busy in every area of the curriculum. Throughout Lent we are trying to be kind towards each other in school and on the bus.  
If you have any concerns or queries about your child’s progress or welfare please do not hesitate to contact me at the school.
It is important to check the school website to keep up to date with upcoming events within the school- www.stbrigidsprimaryschooltirkane.com

If you have any comments or suggestions feel free to email to our info@ account and we will do our best to take all views on board. info@stbrigidsps.maghera.ni.sch.uk

Thank you for your continued help and support.	
Ursula O’ Hanlon  Acting Principal
                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Sacraimint na hAithrí / Sacrament of First Penance[image: ]
The Sacrament of Penance will take place at 3 different times.
P4 pupils from Glen Parish: Tuesday 12th March 2024 in St. Patrick’s Church, Glen at 7pm.  
Rang 4 pupils: Thursday 14th March 2024 in St. Mary’s Church, Maghera at 7pm..
All pupils are asked to be seated in the church by 6.45pm.
First Penance for children from Granaghan Parish will take place in school with Fr Keaney on Wednesday 20th March 2024.

[image: Fire Safety for Children - UK Resources | Fire Safety KS1]Fire Safety/ Sábháilteacht Dóiteáin
The annual Fire Safety talk for P5/R5 will take place on Wednesday 6th March. There will be a take home pack for each pupil. 



[image: ]Lá Domhanda na Leabhar / World Book Day Thursday 7th March 2024
To celebrate World Book Day the pupils will participate in a range of Literacy activities in the school including a “Design your own Book cover”. Prizes will be distributed on the day. I hope the children enjoy these activities.
Photographs will be posted on the school website for all the parents to see.



MMR Vaccines
There is a clinic running in Magherafelt Hospital on the 9th March 9-12pm so anyone not vaccinated in our area can take the opportunity to attend especially if they have been unable to travel to other clinics.

Seachtain Na Gaeilge 2024 
All pupils in school will be carrying out a range of activities in class to celebrate our language and our culture during Seachtain na Gaeilge.
Céilí na Scoile / School Céílí & Green Day Thursday 14th March 2024 
[image: Welsh Folk Dancing - Teaching Wiki - Twinkl][image: MC900287026[1]]As part of the activities for Seachtain na Gaeilge pupils can wear something Green into school. on Thursday 14th March.  The school will stage a Ceílí / Musical session on that day. The pupils will have the opportunity to watch their peers perform their class dance at the ceílí, sing together and hear some traditional music. An Carn have very kindly given us access to their “Halla Mór” so that we can invite parents to celebrate with us. There will be a cup of tea/coffee for parents in the hall and a treat back in school for the participants!

Photographs will be posted on the school website for all everyone to see.


[image: ]Internet/Media Safety/Mobile/Social Sites
In our school, every possible effort has been made to ensure the safety of all pupils while on the internet. The school has an Internet Safety Policy and the pupils are aware of the procedures within this policy.  Mobile phones are not permitted in school for pupils.  In the case of an emergency, contact is made with home via the landline in the General Office. 

Séasúr an Charghais / Lenten Season 
During Lent pupils from Yr1 to Yr7 are being encouraged to carry out random acts of kindness amonst their friends at school, their families at home and their neighbours where it is safe and possible. In school we are also working on standing quietly in our class lines at key times: lining up in the morning after singing, coming to and going from assembly. I would ask you to talk to the children at home and help them to understand the importance of lining up quietly and leaving the assembly hall in an orderly fashion.  

Lough Derg Retreat for P7/R7/ Cúrsa Spioradálta do R7/P7
Pupils in P7/R7 are getting an opportunity to go on a one day retreat to Lough Derg on Monday 25th March. They will be accompanied by their teachers/muinteoirí. All pupils will need to take a packed lunch. (For those in receipt of free school meals, lunch will be provided). We are very grateful to Fr. Doherty who is funding this valuable spiritual experience. 


[image: C:\Users\amcgarrity614\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\X8DG27DP\bible-cross[1].gif]Tionól / School Assembly- Holy Week Assembly 
During Holy Week P5 pupils will stage their Class Assembly. “The Way of the Cross” The Assembly will take place on Wednesday 27th March 2024 at 9:30pm in the assembly hall. P5/R5 parents and grandparents are most welcome to attend.



Cuireadh chuig Oíche Eolaíochta i gColáiste Naomh Pádraig
Invitation to St Patrick’s College Maghera for Science Evening
St Patricks’s College would like to invite our P6R6/P7R7  pupils and parents to a Science event in the College on Tuesday 26th March from 7pm to 8pm.
[image: ]Super Cells                                                                                                                       What makes you sick? Why do you, I, and every other human get ill? 
Please Note - This show includes loud noises and bangs!
We have been asked to share this information with our parents. If anyone is interested in attending, email ahiggins713@c2kni.net to book a place.


Paired Reading Programme 2024/ Léitheoireacht i gComhpháirtíocht
We are delighted to announce the return of this invaluable reading programme. There will be a meeting to launch the Paired Reading Programme in the school on Monday 8th April (First day back after the Easter Holidays) at 7pm. Mrs Russell will lead the meeting with a presentation on what the programme entails and the many benefits your children will gain from completing the 6 weeks. Please give this reading venture your very best attention. It really will raise the standards in reading in Primary 3/Rang 3.


Córas Teachaireachtaí na Scoile/ School Messaging System
It is important that you notify the school secretaries if you have changed your mobile number or if you are aware that the school has sent out a text / Seesaw message and you haven’t received it.  


[image: ]Nut free School
In respect of those pupils who have nut allergies, no food containing any trace of nuts or nut essences are allowed in school. 
It is vitally important that all children adhere strictly to this school rule. Anyone who brings in a product containing nuts/nut essences will not be allowed to eat it.


EWO Visit./ Cuairt EWO
Lynn Dinsmore will visit the school on Tuesday 26th March to continue to monitor both attendance and parental notes to explain absences. It is very important that we have explanations for all absences. 


Dataí do do Dhialann / Key dates
Loughderg P7 R7 retreat Monday 25th March
Confirmation _ Thursday 18th April for pupils in Granaghan Parish at 5pm
Confirmation – Saturday 20th April 2024 for pupils in Glen Parish in St Mary’s Church Maghera at 11am. 
Confirmation _ Saturday 20th April 2024 Bunscoil Naomh Bríd at 2pm
Holy Communion – Saturday 25th May 2024 for pupils in Bunscoil Naomh Bríd in St Mary’s Church Maghera at 11.00am
Holy Communion – Saturday 1st June 2024 for pupils from Glen Parish at 11am
Holy Communion – Saturday 1st June 2024 for pupils from Granaghan Parish at 2pm.

[image: C:\Program Files\Off_2010\MEDIA\CAGCAT10\j0336075.wmf]Saoire na Scoile / School Holidays
The school will be CLOSED on Monday 18th March 2024 – St Patrick’s Day  


Cáirde Naomh Bríd/ Friends of St Brigid’s

Helping to build a better school environment for all.

Cairde Naomh Bríd met on Tuesday 27th February to discuss fundraising and general matters. 
They have decided to run “Split the Pot” again for the remainder of this school year. Envelopes have been distributed today and the first draw will take place on the 8th March.

The group have also offered to run an Easter raffle. The children have been asked to bring in 1 item for the raffle. Something to do with Easter/Spring.
The collection will run for the next 2 weeks and the volunteers from the fundraising committee will come into the school to make up hampers for the raffle. These will be on display in the assembly hall. The eldest child in each family will get a sheet… £1 per square. The raffle will take place in the last week of Term 2.
This enthusiastic group of parents would like to put out a call for more members. They have a wealth of ideas on fundraising for much needed school resources but more volunteers are needed to share the load. 

In Term 3 they hope to have a “Big Clean Up” where as many parents as possible are asked to give a few hours of their time to do a general tidy-up including power hosing all around the school grounds in preparation for outside play and outdoor activities in Term 3.
We really appreciate all help and support given by Cáirde Naomh Bríd / Friends of St Brigid’s.


The school will close for the Easter Break on Wednesday 27th March 2024 at 12.00pm and will re-open on Monday 8th April 2024 for all pupils and staff. 

Enjoy your Easter Break. 
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No nuts here!
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