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St. Brigid’s / Bunscoil Naomh Bríd 
January news / Nuachtlitir Mí Eanáir
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Dear Parents / A Thuismitheoirí / Caomhnóirí

I hope you all had a peaceful Christmas and family time together. May you have a New Year filled with happiness and prosperity!  At any time if you have any concerns or queries about your child’s progress or welfare at school, please do not hesitate to contact the school. Thank you for your continued help and support.
Ursula O’Hanlon (Acting Principal)
Ag Clárú don Scoil/Open Enrolment for school year 2024/2025
Opening date for applications is:Tuesday 9th January 2024 and closing date is 12 noon on Friday 26th January. 

If your child is four on or before the 1st July parent/guardians can complete an application form for entry to St. Brigid’s PS Tirkane / Bunscoil Naomh Bríd Tír Chiana. Applications are made online at the EA’s portal. www.eani.org.uk
Seirbhís Charúl na Nollag/School Christmas Carol Service

The Christmas Carol Service was a beautiful event celebrating the true meaning of Christmas.  A big thank you: to all the staff and pupils for their preparations and hard work to make the night so meaningful. The pupils did the school and their families proud. Thanks to all those who attended the service.
The Francis Lagan Legacy Fund
Just before the Christmas holidays, Louise Lagan contacted the school to say that some of the money which was raised in the earlier part of the year in memory and honour of her late husband Francis, is to be divided out between the schools in the area. We are very grateful to receive this generous donation to our school funds and in the spirit of Francis Lagan and all he stood for. We promise to put the money to good use and make it “All about the weans” We will let you know in due course what the money was spent on.
Christmas Appeal for SVP / Ag tacú le SVP

It is with great thanks that we extend an appreciation to you for your overwhelming generosity in the donation of food, treats and hygiene products for those in need in our community throughout the season of Advent. We were very proud to send everything off on the collection day. 
“May your giving hands always receive!”
Cosaint Leanaí / Child protection

Attendance and School Procedures for Signing out

If your child is absent from school, it is important that a note explaining the absence is sent in immediately. The EWO will visit the school again in Term 2 (Wednesday 31st January 24) to monitor pupil absence. If your child has to leave the school early during the school day, it is important the class teacher receives a note from the parent/guardian stating this. When the child is being collected the parent/guardian must report to the General Office and sign the pupil out. 

Health and Safety in Winter Weather / Sláinte agus Sábháilteacht le linn an Gheimhridh

At this time of the year the weather can be unpredictable from day to day. I would ask you to remind your children to bring their coats to school so that they remain warm when playing outdoors at break and dinner time. We always try to do a risk assessment on the safety of the different school yards at this time of the year especially before outdoor play. Even with that, accidents can happen. I would ask you to remind your children to be mindful of safety when playing and running outside at school especially in winter weathers. 
Airgead Dinnéir / Dinner money

It is very important that all dinner/toast money is sent into each class teacher on Monday mornings. Please keep the slogan “Money Mondays” uppermost in your minds and try to adhere to this important message, taking into account that we pay for all dinners taken retrospectively. In doing so everyone can be sure about the amount owed. In order to have the December totals balanced we will send out individual bills for all outstanding dinner money. 
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Swimming/ Snámh 
P6/7 pupils have the opportunity to avail of swimming lessons this term- Jan 2024. Lessons will commence on Friday 12th January 2024. The cost for this 10 week programme is £30 and that includes the transport.

Dé Céadaoin 10ú Eanáir / Wednesday 10th January 24
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Digital Leader Training at St. Mary’s Primary School Glenview, Maghera. 
Muinteoir Aisling Mc Erlean (ICT Coordinator) will attend this excellent course along with 8 pupils from our school. The children will attend workshops on several IPad apps including Minecraft, Clips, Sphero, EduKeynote and AR Makr

The children attending need to bring their own packed lunch.
St. Mary’s Primary School, Glenview Maghera is a strictly nut free zone.

The local media/newspapers will be in attendance taking photographs etc. Please inform me on the day if there are any children who are not permitted to have their photos taken.
Children must wear their full school uniform as there will be over 200 attending from many schools across the board and they will be moving in groups between rooms for workshops.

When the children get back to school we will look forward to the dissemination of all that they have learned.
We also thank Mr Michael O’ Kane, Headmaster St Mary’s Glenview, for extending the invitation to our school to be part of this exciting training.

Sports Programmes / Clár Spóirt
Chrissy and Andrena will return in Term 2 to keep our pupils fit and healthy with fundamental skills from Yr 1- Yr 7. 
Winners Day / Lá na mBuaiteoirí

On Friday 15th December St Brigid’s/Bunscoil Naomh Bríd hosted our first “Winners’ Day.” We had representation from 5 different clubs within our school community and all of whom had silverware proudly on display. The children really enjoyed this memorable occasion, and their questions were answered with great and insightful responses. The panel gave very positive feedback about the day and they really enjoyed the impromptu Christmas singalong!
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 Legion of Mary

Tuesday 9th January. 

The Legion of Mary group will meet again with the pupils of R6 and P6 at 11am in the assembly hall.
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Lá Oscailte do Choláiste Naomh Pádraig, Machaire Rátha

Open Day for St Patrick’s College Maghera. 
St. Pat’s Maghera will hold their annual open day on Saturday 20th January 2024 at 9:30am – 1 pm. 
Lá Oscailte Ghaelcholáiste Dhoire
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Dé Sathairn 13ú Eanáir 2024 @ 1pm-3pm
This open day is extended to all pupils in R6/7. If any R7 pupil is unable to attend on this day, they can visit the castle with their parents/guardians on Tuesday 16th January between 6pm and 7pm.
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Credit Union Quiz 2024/ Tráth na gCeist Chomhar Creidmheasa 2024
The annual Credit Union quiz will take place Friday 26th January at 10am in the Lurach Centre, Maghera. We intend to field teams in both sections- A Under 11s and B Under 12s. More details to follow.

Imeachtaí tábhachtacha i Mí Feabhra

Important events in early February 24

First Assembly of  2024 / Tionól 
R3/P3 will perform the first assembly of the new year on Thursday 1st February at 1:30pm in the school assembly hall. We hope to see as many parents, grandparents and family members as possible to experience this special occasion.

Sacramental Talk for families in Granaghan Parish

The annual sacramental talk for all sacraments celebrated in the Parish of Granaghan will take place on Thursday 1st February at 7pm. A representative from the Catechetical Centre in Derry will give the talk. 

Searmanas Cláraithe /Enrolment Ceremony

This year’s Enrolment ceremony for all children receiving sacraments in St Brigid’s PS/ Bunscoil Naomh Bríd will take place in the school assembly hall on Monday 5th February at 10 a.m. with Fr Doherty.

Parent/Teacher Meetings Foundation Stage
Cruinnithe Tuismitheoirí don Bhonnchéim
Meetings for P1/2 R1/2 will take place in the assembly hall on Thursday 8th February 24. Times will be arranged with all parents prior to the meetings. On this day all children in the Foundation Stage will stay at home. 

Strike Action/ Stailc

On Thursday 18th January 24, there will be a full day’s strike action. On this occasion all members of staff, teaching and non-teaching will take part. Unfortunately this means there will be no school for pupils in St. Brigid’s, Tirkane/Bunscoil Naomh Bríd, Tír Chiana. We appreciate that this will cause disruption to all families and schedules and we sincerely hope that a resolution will be found in the near future.

Safer Internet Day / Lá le haghaidh Idirlíon níos Sábháilte
Safer Internet Day 2024 will be held on Tuesday 6th February 24. On this day all pupils will take part in planned activities to promote and enhance their online safety.
This year’s slogan for the campaign is.... “Together for a Better Internet!”
Please continue to be vigilant when your children are accessing the internet at home as they try to navigate a world full of excitement, wonder and danger.

