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St. Brigid’s News/Nuacht Bhunscoil Naomh Bríd
Dear Parents / A Thuismitheoirí / Caomhnóirí,
The pupils have settled well into their new classes and are working hard. If you have any concerns or queries about your child at school, please make contact with the school where an appointment can be arranged to meet with myself or the relevant staff member. If you have any comments or suggestions, please feel free to share them with me or any member of staff. 
Ursula O’ Hanlon
Béilí Scoile / School Dinners
 The cost of dinners is £2.60 daily and £13.00 weekly. We are going to trial a new way of paying for the school dinners.  

From the first week of October (Monday 2nd) I would ask that no money should be sent to school for that week. All dinners taken from Mon 2nd – Friday 6th can be paid for on Monday 9th October. From then on dinner money will always be paid retrospectively; Paid every week for the week just past. Hopefully this will cut down on time spent by Helena, sorting out children who had paid in advance but who were absent and needed money carried over. If everyone adheres to this Helena will only have to spend time counting dinner money on a Monday. In the past as a parent, I found it beneficial to have a calendar at home where I kept a note of who took dinners and on what days so that the correct amount was always sent in on Monday mornings.
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Skipathon / Scipatón  :  On the 18th December we will visit the Millennium Forum in Derry to see “Jack and the Beanstalk”, an action packed adventure with lots of audience participation! As we said in our September newsletter, we are holding a “skipathon/scipatón” to raise funds which will help to pay for the buses to Derry. We will hold our “skipathon/scipatón” throughout the first week of October. We would ask the children to try and get their sponsor sheets filled and returned to the teachers by Friday 6th October.                                                                                                         There will be prizes for the best fund raiser in each class in St Brigid’s/Bunscoil Naomh Bríd! 

After the total amount raised is known we will then be able to set a cost for the trip. 
Leabharlann 
Tá an leabharlann oscailte anois agus béidh seans ag na dáltaí ó R3 go R7 leabhair a thabairt amach gach seachtain. Tá clár ama socraithe agus tosóidh muid amárach. 

The library in An Carn is opened for business. There will be an opportunity for the children from R3-R7 to take home books starting from tomorrow Tuesday 3rd October. We ask that you talk to the children about the importance of taking care of these precious books and return them every week.
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Assembly / Tionól  P6/R6 pupils will have their Class Assembly on Tuesday 10th October at 1.30pm. P6/R6 Parents and grandparents are most welcome to attend.
Dé Máirt 10 Deireadh Fómhair / Tuesday 10th October  Meanscoil Dhoire.

Our R7 pupils will visit Meanscoil Dhoire on this day.

Tuesday 10th October/  Dé Máirt 10 Deireadh Fómhair 

The Legion of Mary will begin their programme in the school starting with P5/R5

Cuairt ón t-Uachtarán, CLG, Iarlaith Ó Broin / Visit from An t-Uachtarán GAA Jarlath Burns- 
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On Wednesday 11th October Jarlath Burns will visit our school. On that historic day we will have a “jersey day” where the children will be allowed to wear their club/County jerseys and a donation of £1 per pupil will be more than welcome to replenish our school funds. Our school is represented by 10 Clubs and we hope to have a member from each club present on the day to welcome Jarlath to St Brigid’s/Bunscoil Naomh Brid. The Board of Governors have also been invited so it will be a busy and exciting day.
We are all looking forward to meeting our President of the GAA in waiting. The children have been working very hard to create a wonderful display of artwork and information boards throughout the school.  

Child Protection /Anti Bullying /Internet Safety /Health and Safety: 
CosaintPáistí/ Frithbhualaíocht /Ríomhshabháilteacht/Sláinte agus Sábháilteacht
The safety of your child is of paramount importance to us and we try as far as is humanly possible to have procedures in place which accommodate the safety of your child while in our care.

There are a number of ways in which we ask for your help to keep our procedures firm. 

The unexpected can happen at any time and Thank God it does not happen too often. However, make sure your child knows the arrangement for going home each day so that they don’t become confused at the end of the day as to how they are to travel home.

Good Communication is of vital importance. We encourage you to let school know if you feel that something is not right. Unless we know about it we cannot deal with the matter. By letting us know you are helping us to provide a happy and safe environment for your child at school. 
Ag Fágáil na scoile /Signing Out:If your child has to leave the school early during the school day, it is important the class teacher receives a note from the parent stating this. When the child is being collected the parent/guardian must report to the secretary’s office and sign the child out.
Medicine/ Leigheas: If your child has medicine to take while in school please follow the procedures by getting the AM2 form completed.

[image: image6.png]



Obair Baile / Homework: Talking to your child about what they did at school that day, reading with your child, encouraging them with their learning work and overseeing written work, plays a part in how you can make a difference to your child’s progress. This is important in the Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and 2 where foundations for life-long learning are being put in place. Your support in this area will bode well for your child’s progress and development. Thank you for your continued co-operation.
Parent Teacher Meetings / Cruinnithe Tuismitheoirí: This year the school will hold the Parent Teacher Meetings on Wednesday 25th October for all pupils P3-P7/R3-R7 and on this day the afore mentioned pupils will not attend school.  A timetable will be drawn up and distributed to parents to accommodate families with more than one child (More details to follow regarding this). P1-P2/R1-R2 meetings will be held in February 24.
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Oíche Shamhna / Halloween: St Brigid’s/Bunscoil Naomh Bríd is having a Halloween Day on Friday 27th October for pupils only. The children may come into school wearing their Halloween costumes.  Fun activities will take place throughout the day for all classes.
Halloween Holidays/ Saoire na Samhna
The school will be closed on the week beginning Monday 30th October.

It will re-open on Monday 6th November for all pupils and staff. 

Dáta don Dialann /Date for your Diary 

Confirmation for the children from Granaghan Parish will take place on 18th April at 5pm. The celebrant will be Bishop Donal Mc Keown.
Other dates for Confirmation, First Confessions and First Holy Communion will be confirmed in the next newsletter.
Parents’ comments/suggestions / Tuairimí Tuismitheora
