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Dear Parents / A Thuismitheoirí / Caomhnóirí,

It’s hard to believe we are into the last few months of the school year. This is a busy time for all pupils and staff in St Brigid’s Primary School Tirkane/Bunscoil Naomh Bríd Tír Chiana. I write to you all as the newly appointed Principal/Príomhoide and I am very happy and privileged to lead this wonderful school through its next chapter. I already feel part of the furniture and feel very blessed to have been so warmly welcomed by the entire staff of the school. I know that we will work hard together for all of your children. I would like to thank everyone in our school community for their very kind words of support and congratulations. 
As ever, if you have any concerns or queries about your child’s progress or welfare, please do not hesitate to contact me at the school.
If you have any comments or suggestions, please feel free to share them with me or any other member of staff. 

Ursula O’Hanlon   Principal 


[image: MC900234426[1]]Suíomh Gréasáin na Scoile / School Website 
https://www.stbrigidspstirkane.com

Please log onto our school website to keep abreast of what is happening in our school. 
Enjoy looking at activities and events your children have been engaging in and getting the dates for forthcoming events. If you have any suggestions about our website, please do not hesitate to contact me at the school.

Cosaint Páistí / Child Protection
Details of the Safeguarding Team (DT and DDT) are included in the header of the April Newsletter and will be listed in all newsletters from now on. If you are in any way concerned about a Child Protection issue, please do not hesitate to contact the Safeguarding team here at St. Brigid’s/Bunscoil Naomh Bríd.



[image: Case Study on 'Paired Reading' – Elgin ...]Paired Reading Programme 2024  
A meeting to outline this very worthwhile programme will take place in the school on Monday 8th April at 7pm. This year the Paired Reading programme will be aimed at the children in P3/R3. Please come along and be part of this excellent initiative. Work will begin on Tuesday 9th April and will run for 6 weeks- 17th May, where all pupils will complete a booklet detailing all their efforts.
Mrs Bronagh Russell (Literacy Coordinator) will lead the presentation.


Airgead Dinnéir / Dinner money
All outstanding dinner money owing for March is due in ASAP. The School is unable to send away the MARCH RETURNS to the board until all dinner money is paid. We need your cooperation in relation to this. Thank you. 

Cairde Naomh Bríd/Friends of St Brigid’s  
Fund Raising
[image: ]Our Easter fundraiser was an amazing success. We raised £2431! We are so grateful to Cairde Naomh Bríd who helped to organise the raffle and made up the beautiful hampers. Thank you to everyone who donated the Easter goodies for the raffle and to Genesis Bakery for their very generous donation of 3 hampers. We are in the process of ordering new Numeracy books for all classes and this money will all go towards the bill.


P1/2 Assembly Tionól 
Mrs Convery’s P1/2 pupils will present their first Assembly on Friday 26th April at 10.00am. Parents and grandparents are most welcome to attend. There will be a cup of tea/coffee for everyone afterwards. We look forward to seeing you there and to showcasing our wonderful P1/2 talents.

                                                                                                                                                                                                            Éide Scoile / School Uniform
We hope that Term 3 will bring a change in the weather and as promised earlier in the year, the children will be allowed to wear lighter clothes including shorts.

There will also be an additional supplier of our school uniform this year. 
Tommie Mc Grath’s Menswear will stock the uniform all year round. 
Quarter zips: £30
Jerseys: £20
Skinnies: £28
All quarter zips can have initials embroidered free of charge-usually done on the day of purchase or within 24 hours.

We ask that in Term 3, everyone makes a big effort to wear the lovely school uniform in its entirety, including navy bottoms. 


[image: The Legion of Mary - Christ The King Catholic Church] Legion of Mary
Tuesday 9th April
The Legion of Mary group will meet again with the pupils of R4 and P4 at 11am in the assembly hall.




[image: Ceilí ☘️🎤🪗🎶☘️ – Scoil Crochán Naofa]
Céilí
The céilí to mark “Seachtain na Gaeilge” was a great success. The children really enjoyed the dancing, singing and music on show. The talent was amazing and we hope to showcase more of it throughout the year. Thanks to everyone who came to enjoy the day and to all who helped with the tea and treats. We are so grateful to An Carn for sharing their fantastic venue with us. 



[image: George Salter Academy - Safer Schools]
Safer Schools App
This very valuable app can be downloaded from the App store. It contains excellent guidance for families as their children start out on their online journey. 






[image: C:\Users\narmstrong353\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\718J16WP\baptism_picture[1].jpg]Sacraments Na Sacraimintí 
The Sacrament of Confirmation for the children of:
· Granaghan Parish will take place in St. John’s the Baptist Church Granaghan on Thursday 18th April at 5.00pm.
· Maghera Parish will take place in St Mary’s Church Maghera at 11am on Saturday 20th April.
· Bunscoil Naomh Bríd will take place in St Mary’s Church Maghera at 2pm on Saturday 20th April.


 

Assessment and Testing
The pupils from P3 – P7/R3-R7 will be working hard in preparation for the annual GL standardised tests, scheduled for May 2024.  Please make sure all homeworks are done to high standards and weekly spelling tests are well prepared for. 




Nut Free School
[image: C:\Users\amcgarrity614\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\TQLVP9G3\food-allergy-21[1].jpg][image: C:\Users\amcgarrity614\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\1WFCRBNC\pnutfree[1].jpg]St. Brigid’s Primary School/Bunscoil Naomh Bríd is a nut free school.  No food containing any trace of nuts or nut essences are allowed in the school. (Nutella, Peanut Butter etc.) 
In Term 2 a number of staff discovered nut products in children’s lunch boxes, so we are asking everyone to be vigilant especially when packing snacks for break and lunches. 


We also aim to cut out high sugar/salt snacks at breaktime. Foods including crisps/Doritos/bars of chocolate/packets of sweets are not suitable as a mid morning snack. 


[image: ]Swimming/Snámh

Rang 6 will begin their weekly swimming lessons on Friday 26th April. They will have 9 sessions in total at £3 per lesson. £27 can be paid to the school as soon as possible. 





Policies
At present we are updating many of our policies. As each policy is finalised and ratified by the Board of Governors, they will be posted on our website. 

I wish to take this opportunity to provide a little clarity on the school photography policy. We all love to see photographs/videos of our children enjoying themselves and the school years should provide many happy memories in years to come. However, we have to be mindful that other children may inadvertently be included in our own photos/videos, and there may be circumstances where this is undesirable. Sharing photos/videos on social media introduces a further area of risk. In view of this, I would respectfully remind you that photography at any school event is not permitted. When your child started school, you will have been asked for permission for your child to be photographed/filmed. We will endeavour to include as many up to date photographs/videos of all the school's activities as we possibly can, but only in line with the level of permission you have granted. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

There may be other events through the month of April which have not been detailed in this newsletter, but we will post on our website as and when anything may arise.

Le Meas
Ursula O’ Hanlon
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